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1. With the exception of the assembly area /_— ee Enclosure (A)]
the 26 Oct 51 mesneuvers took place about one kilometer west
of Brambech (50i3N-1218E), acrosz the Elbe, in the Lodderitz=
Kuehnau forests south of the Elbe, and near Zerbst (51568K-1205E)
north of the Elbe LSee 00=»K-20J, During the maneuvers the
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‘equipment ag & crcizacy - unite in the 15 - 20 Jul 51

mrdcted the 39th and BTth Guards Rifle Divisions, 39th
thisrds and 57th Guards Rifle Division were the attacking
'irriEndly, forges and the 21st Guards Mechanized Divielon was

the defenting (hostile) force.

o am unable to give the units of thg 57th Guards Rifle Divieion
or the 21st Guards Mechanlized Division which- participsted in
“thege m&neuvers. However; 25X1X

the 935th Separate AAA Battalion, I sew orders to the head-
‘quarters, naming the followlng units of the 39th Guards Rifle

Division which I am sure partipcipated in the maneuvers,

112¢k Guards Rifle Regiment, Head- About 30 men

. guarters only (two battallions were on

‘border duty)
120th Guards Rifle Regiment About 1100 men
ﬁ?}‘(ll?th_(éﬁth) Guards Rifle About 550 men

" Reégiment . o
(?) Howitzer Regiment About 250 men
(%) Artillery Regiment About 200 men
15th HT=SP Regiment About 100 men
(%) Beparate AT Battalion Abeut 100 men .
935th Separate AAA Battalion ‘About 1100 men
(%) ‘Separate Signal Battallon About 200 men
-i?) Separate Motorcyele Battalion About 200 men

Year units)

(?)'Sﬁparata Engineer Battalion ‘About 200 ﬁen'

believe that the ecombined total strength of the 39th and
B5Tth Guards Rifle Division in the maneuver was about 6000
m‘emr I can glve no detalled information about the strength
pf the 2lpt Guards Mechanized Divisilon, but I eebimate that

‘about 3000-4000 garticipated The (%) Separate Battallon of

the 39th Ouards Rifle Division and the 67th Separate Engimeer
ttalion of the 5Tth Guards Rifle Division participated in
maneuvers, T‘his urit ba& “the game

mEneuyers , At the time of the maneuvers I was

] € B fuards vis on.was on the right
flank, The headquarters of the 112th Guards Rifle Regiment,
BTth Quards Rifle Division, was on the left flank. I can-
ot identify any of the subordinate units of the oppoaing

‘fopces, the 21st Guards Mechanized Division,

-After cne and one half days of loading and preparation, the
"935th Separate AAA Battalion left Ohrdruf by truck &t
1560 hours on 23 Oct 51. The unit arrived at the assembly

‘area near Dessau at 1800 hours on the 24th. Within an hour
‘811 other units arrived in the assembly area. The time tablé
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for unit arrivace | : oured by corns headguarters

and was executed peritectily. he rifle regiments, the Howltzer
Regiment, the Artiilery Regiment, the Separate AT Battdlion,

and the Separate Sigral Battallon came from Ohrdruf by truck.
‘The 15th HT-5P BRegiment, however, entrained at Ohrdruf, was
shipped o Dessau, and then proceeded from there to the assembly
“grea by organle transportation. I can give no detalls about

the movement of units of the 57th Guards Rifle Division, I

can give no unit locations in the assembly area.

&, 'The mission assigned to the 935th Separate AAA Battalion was
to protect the 120th Guards Rifle Regiment from alr attacks
wWhile 1t was moving, crossing the Elbe River and during the
‘fighting on the other side of the river. The speciflc mission

W was to cover the vanguard of the 120th Guards
iil.e Regiment ., The mission of the 39th Guards Rifle Divislon

‘Wag to cross the Elbe, selze a bridgehead two and one half
kilemeters wide and five kilometers long and to hold it, After
the 39th Guards Rifle Division had gained the bdbridgeliead, the
57th Quards Rifle Division was to cross the river, engage in
combat with the enemy and pursue him. In actuality, both
divlaions crossed the Elbe and pursued the retreating enemy
(120th Guards Mechanized Division). '

25X1X

5, 'After assembly about 1800 houre on 24 Oct 51, the trogps dug
" in, prepared guns for firing (no firing was done), camouflaged

the guns, and then rested while the staff of the varlous units
‘eoopdinated the plan of action. On the morning of 25 Qc¢ct 51 all
units moved in trucks to within one kilometer of the Elbe.
‘It took the entire day to move this distance of approximately
40 kilometers since there were stops for reconnaissance and
security checks under simulated combat conditions. IL~B,
MIG-8 and MIG-15 alrcreft attacked at one time during the
day and the AAL simulated Tiring nection on the move. The
troops rested 2ll night in the jump-off area about one kilo-
meter south of the Elbe.

By At 0800 hours on 26 Oct £ ~he Arsitlsry Regimeat, the’ Bowltaer
" 'Regiment and the Separate AT Battalion commenced an artillery
barrage directed acress the rlver, whille the 935th Separate
"AAA Battalion set up 1its antilailrcraft guns and fired on a@ir-
eraft, Simultanecusly the englineer units of the 39th and
57th Guards Rifle Division built a pontoon bridge and the
ageault bcats, each containing 20 men of the 120th Guards
Rifle Regiment, began to cross the Elbe, The artillery
‘barrage was stopped at 0900. At approximately 1000, riflemen
of the 120th Guards Rifle Reglment began to cross the pontoon
bridge which had¥=sr completed in about one hour. After the
riflemen had crossed, two batteries of the 935th Separate AAA
Battalion crossed with their 37 mm AA guns towed by trucks.
unable to glve the
seduence ¢f units which followed. I am certaln that no
reserves, except for rear units, i e ordnance, truck repair,
copks, field kitchens, food supply. Were left on the south
8lde of the river, The 39th and 57th Divislons had seized
% bridgehead two and one half kilometers wide and four kilo=<:
meters deep by 1500 or 1600 hours, with the simulated combat
firing. By nightfall the attackers had galned a further five
‘kilometers. The battle was stopped at 2000 hours. After
setting up defense smod camoullags sand preparing the guas for
firing, the troops rested all night.
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At DPBOD hours on 27 Oct. sl the babttls wae resumed, Once again °
aiperaft attacked and were fired upon by the AAA batteries;
the 39th and 57th Divisilons again pursued the slowly re-
treating forces of the 21st Guards Mechanized Division. In
#n all-day hattle the 39th and 57th Divisions ‘gained about
10 km, thus moving north of Rosslau, Combat was stopped at

“PBO0 hours and the troops rested all night.

At 0600 hours on 28 Oct %1, ihe battle began again. By 1600 hours . -
the 39th and 57th Divisions had gailned another rive killometers,
At 1600 hours the maneuver ended and all units, both friendly
and hostile, assembled in the woods. They remained here for

25X1X

gtations and returnineg to stations.

germaior (fnu) Vedenin, Commanding General of the XXVIII Guards
Rifle Corps was the Commanding Genersl of all three divigslions
during the maneuver. I believe that Genleit Goryachey, Com-
manding General of the 8th Guards Army controlled the maneuver,

~but I am not certain of this. I don't know if any GOFG

‘representatives were present or controlled any part of the
MEHY'E’P §

On or about 3 Nov. 51, Genlsit Goryschev held s eridique of the
‘maneuver and pralsed the 39th snd 5Tth Guards Rifle Divisions
for doing 2 good Jeb. He did not discuss any specific de-
ficlencies but stated that officers had not reacted sufficiently
fast in changes of plans, were afraid to malke thelr own o
dgej_s ions and, in soms cases, gave apbigucus crdard, As T s

& Whole, he stated that the maneuver was a success. Ihe 39th
Diyision and the 21st Guards Mechanized Division passed
dnspection with good results.

During the maneuvers only the area two to three kilometers

on elther side of the Elbe was off limits to Germans. While
no Germans were permitted to enter the assembly areas, they
yere not kept away from those areas in which Soviet troeps :
eonducted their mock battles, Individual soldiers were issued
‘eomplete sets of wartime equipment and ammunition during ’
maxieuvers, The allowance for the maneuvers Was 15 cartridges
per riflemen, and five charges for each 37 mm AA gun. No
smoke screens were used. Personnel pertlcipating were issued
#a8 masks but they Were never put on. Troope staysd overws
night in the open Wwith no tents, One blanket for each soldier
was carrled on trucks and issued every day beforeé the night-
fall, Except the day of the river erossing, food was cooked
in fleld kitghens, On the day of the crossing the troops

‘uged the iron ration igsued prior to the beginnihgtof‘tgk
maneuvers and which wae carried as a part of the individual
sgquipment of each soldier, ' '

~2nd-

Enclosure (A): 23 Qct = 1 Nov 51 Maneuver Ares
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Initial assembly area, 39th and 57th Gds Rifle Diys

Crossing point

Elve River

Jump+«off area for attack by 39th and 57th Gds Rifle Dive

Ares defended by 218t Gds Mecz Div and seized in mock battle
By the 39th and 57th Divs on 26, 27, end 28 Oct 51

Nedlitz Forest: essembly area after maneuver for thﬁ Elst,
39th and 57th Divs,

SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000100230009-5



25X1A Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000100230009-5

Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000100230009-5



